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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Prior to taking up the above-identified application for examination, please 
amend the application as follows: 


In the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 8, with the following 
rewritten paragraph. Per 37 C.F.R. §1.121, this paragraph is also shown in Appendix A with 
notations to indicate changes made. ^ 


The present application is a divisional application of U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/636,399, filed August 1 0, 2000, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S . Patent 
Application No. 09/344,097, filed on June 25, 1999, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/150,786, filed on September 10, 1998, which is related to 


